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From t he Pastor 6s Pen:
IN PRAISE OF THE THIRD VERSE

As | began to write this article for The Flame | reflected on how important every one is in building
the Kingdom of God. Some stand out as obvious leaders and builders. Others are there but largely
unnoticed. That doesn't mean they are unnecessa
who make everything else possible.

AMi ss Maryo Mathison was such a person. She w

deep in mine and Jo Ann's lives. We first met Miss Mary when | was appointed to serve as the Associate
Pastor at First UMC of Panama City. Brother Si, her husband, was the Senior Pastor and | knew from the
very start my ministry would be enriched by serving under him. What | didn't realize was how much Miss
Mary would enrich my ministry. No, she wasn't a leader. She didn't overtly try to teach people what to do.
If anything she was a background person, never asking for the spotlight and feeling terribly uncomfortable
when it was thrust upon her. She was self effacing - unwilling to even admit that she might have done
something worthy of recognition. She downplayed her importance with genuine modesty. | shall always
remember how she once told Jo Ann, "Honey, I'm just like a third verse in the Methodist hymnal.”

Having been raised in the Methodist Church, | knew exactly what Miss Mary was saying. Even into
adulthood it was not unusual to hear a minister or worship leader announce, "Turn to our next hymn and
let's sing verses 1,2 and 4." l'was probably 21 years old before

| realized there were places where the third verses of songs
were actually sung.

Continued on page 2.



New Members welcomed
in December 2011

Terri Langham
and son, Adam Langham

Brent Roberts
J.J. Roberts

Births in December 2011

Ella Rose Green

Born December 7

Parents: David & Nalani Green
Grandparents: Cas & Denise
EUNEWS

Amerson Talen Brooks
Born December 8
Parents: Joshua & Heather Brooks

Hudson Miller Aufderheide

Born December 16

Parents: E.J. & Kathryn Aufderheide
Grandparents: Jim & Nancy
Williamson

A prayer for the new year

Lord of heaven and earth, prosper
thou us this year even as our soul
prospereth. Let thy presence go
with us. Be thou the Companion
of our way.

In our home, grant that we may

cheerfully welcome thee as our

daily Guest. In our relationships

with others, teach us to practice
the Golden Rule.

In all our seeking, grant that we
seek first thy kingdom and
righteousness.

8 17"-century prayer

In Praise of the ThirdVerse Conti nued &

| always knew they were there 1
thought it hey must not be too
ever us e dater, hleammedothat the third verses are
often the most beautiful and meaningful verses. In fact, in
some hymns i f you donot S i
message is fragmented and incomplete. But | knew what
Mi ss Mary meant by
She was telling Jo Ann she was unimportant - just someone
to tag along and fill up space.

Well like many third verses, | found Miss Mary to be
among the most beautiful and important people I've ever
known. No, she didn't stand out from the crowd and call
attention to herself. But what she DID do was play a
supportive role that has encouraged and allowed those
closest to her to find meaning and fulfilment in their lives
and ministry callings. Had it not been for her | doubt
Brother Si and their two sons, John Ed and George, would
have had the ministries they had and have. Between the
three of them they have served some of the most
outstanding churches in our conference. They have led
thousands to faith in Christ and commitments to the church.
Their influence in community affairs has been mind
boggling, and they have even influenced the shape of our
denomination. On the home front, Miss Mary and Si were
married 61 years and John Ed and George were, loving,
faithful and loyal sons for as long as they lived.

Miss Mary, a third verse? Perhaps. She never did
stand out a great deal. She received very few awards and
accolades. And she really DID see herself as relatively
unimportant (the genuinely great ones always do). But had
it not been for Miss Mary, | wonder if the other verses would
ever have even been sung. This is in praise of all the third
verses in the Kingdom of God. My hunch is, they are really
the ones who make things happen i including right here at
St. Luke. At the beginning of this new year, we can't all
hold | eadership positions
ver seo attitude, we can
St. Luke a great church.
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Mike R.
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Anneuncemen

Ecuador Mission Trip

The Date for the 13" Annual Ecuador Mission
Trip has been set, July 8-15, 2012. This will be
our 13" visit and we again will help hundreds of
kids and some parents.

This year, there will be an opportunity for medi-
cal team or construction. Let me emphasize
that you need no special skills for either

team. We will do "on the job" training and you
will be a productive member of the team if you
want to go. If you hear a little voice saying "you
need to go" as | did 13 years ago, we can make
it happen

It's time for me to start bargaining with the
airlines for the seats to Quito. | need to know
the exact number of missioners by Jan. 25.
Please call me at 850-477-2662 if you can go or
have any questions.

Jay and Leta Crittenden
Trip Chairmen

Red, White & Blue Luncheon

The fiLunch Buncho cons
active-duty, veterans, history buffs, and anyone
wishing to honor those at St. Luke who have
hel ped ensure Americabod
Bunch meets the third Thursday of each month
at 11: 30 a.m. at Fat Bg
contact Dave Timberlake at 476-7468.

Br
Me t h

UMMU s
St .

Mont hl vy

Lukeds Untied

on the fourth Sunday of each month at 7:00 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall. A typical program includes
food, fellowship and a spiritual message. All
St. Luke men are invited to participate. No dues
or formalities. For more information, contact
UMM President, Larry Walker at 723-6094.

s freedom.

Would you like to go on a
Church Family Retreat?

Plans are in the works for a church family retreat at

Bethlehem Camp in Bonifay, FL, tentatively to be held
April 27 - 29. This facility has dorm style housing as well
as RV hookups ($15/night.) A church family retreat is
where we as a whole church get away for some fun,

fellowship, worship, & more!

We are asking everyone to please put this date on your

calendars and abou

sign-ups will begin soon.
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Contribution Guidelines
Contribution Type

Reported for:

2011

2012

Checks written in 2011
and deposited in 2011

X

Checks dated in Dec. 2011
and placed in any Jan. 2012
church offering

X

mi—t t—aT

X

SChecks written and® p'lac'ed ke

in church offering in Jan. 2012
backdated to Dec. 2011

Thile Lunch

y

CAhecks written and placed _
y iDofering DlecO2011 amio r € |
postdated to Jan. 2012

nf ormat iXon,

Che(r:ré :?/ritten, mailed &
r

€ patrfarided By Secl 31, 2011,
dbut not receiﬁd bl){ church Gt X L
uhtils“lah 20026 N OS oup megt s

Checks written and put in the
mail Dec. 2011, but not
postmarked by Dec. 31, 2011
nor received by church until
Jan. 2012
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FOR LIFE

American
Cancer

x
Roc ki noFriday,JanRé | ay

The St Luke Relay for Life team will once again host a night of dinner and music
on Friday, January 27 starting at 6 p.m. Come enjoy a delicious meal and relax
or dance to the sounds of the St Luke Praise Band. If you have been the past two
years, we are sure to see you again in 2012. It Yy«
for Relay, dondét mi ss o0%l5;Childran (ages 4-12)p$00; Taadsundarrare free.A d u |
There will be a $50 max for immediate families.

? Society

All proceeds benefit the American Cancer Society, Relay for Life. For questions, additional information or
to sign up for Rockind f or -9869 ocrfgxwrot@ook.reecot Bolbie Mack & o x \
572-4963 or bhmack1993@aol.com. You may also sign up on the bulletin insert on Sunday Mornings.

St. Luke UMC Family Ministry cordially invite

All Fathers & Their Daughters
(Fathers, Stepfathers, Grandfathers, Unclesd&igaths)

To
The 10th Annual Fadaughter Dance

$10.00/ Person (Includes dinner & picture)
Friday, February 3, 20

7:000 9:00 p.m. ’
St. Luke Fellowship HaI \

Attire: Sunday dress/best

Please see Amy Warrington for tickets on Sunday mornings

Questions??
Contact Amy Warrington, Family Ministries Chairperso
At 4848209 or amwfsu@att.net


mailto:bhmack1993@aol.com

irector of Yemth Ministrigq,!eff Pement

Sign up for Meltdown, January 27

Studentsit here is still a Al ast call o opportuni
City Beach! Dondot wait f or vy oiumakefthe deeigiod t® got o
Meltdown is a great way to begin the year, joining together with 1400 other United Methodist
students from Pensacola, worshiping the Lord and recommitting your life to Him! Cost is
$120.00 per student. Absolute deadline is Sunday, January 15.

Super Bowl Subs, February 5

Whet her you watch the Abig gamed or not, It
Sub on! As always, our subs are close to 2 feet long and are

made according to your instructions, with your choice of 3 meats

and a variety of veggie toppings. This year, individual subs will

cost $15.00. A Meal Deal is offered for $20.00 and includes your

sub sandwich, plus 4 bags of chips and 6 large chocolate chip

cookies. All proceeds from this fundraiser help our students go

on their summer trips. We will begin taking orders on

Wednesday, January 11.

Confirmation Classes Set to Begin, Kickoff Banquet on F

Confirmation is a special time for our young people as they prepare for membership within
the church. Students participate in Confirmation Classes when they enter the 6™ grade, but
classes are open to any student regardless of grade level. The Confirmation process
culminates on Palm Sunday (April 1) with all participants recognized as full members of the
Church. Classes for 2012 are set to begin on Sunday, February 5", from 12:30 i 2:00 p.m.

in the youth center. During the 8 weeks of classes, students will have lunch provided for them
directly after church. A kick -off banquet for Confirmation students and their families will

take place on Thursday, February 2, at 6:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall.

Sign up on the Sunday morning bulletin insert, or by contacting

the youth director at Jeff@stluke-umc.org



