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Jo Ann and I have had a very busy and enjoyable summer and we certainly hope you can say the same. We 
spent the last full week in June at Bethlehem Family Camp Meeting and sat under some excellent teaching 
and preaching. Our souls were truly refreshed. July was vacation time and this year we flew to Seattle, WA, 
got on-board the Oosterdam (Holland-American Cruise Line) and cruised up the Alaskan coast. That will 
probably be the last ñbigò vacation for us for a while but it certainly was relaxing and enjoyable. 
 
Sandwiched in-between those two events, however, was something I have learned to enjoy immensely since 
we moved to the country ï gardening.  To start with I need to confess: I overplanted. The truth is, I always 
overplant but itôs hard to imagine just how much a few tomato plants and half a pound of seed of anything  
will produce. Jo Ann and I have a deal: I plant and pick it; she puts it up. Well, this year she put up 60+ 
quarts of green beans, 50+ bags of peas, 70+ bags of butter beans and 4 bushels of potatoes; and that 
doesnôt even take into consideration the corn, okra, tomatoes and peppers. No, I didnôt have any squash      
or cucumbers this year because I had such a bumper crop last year.  Also, we had several quarts of black 
berries and enough grapes to make a gallon of juice for jelly.  I canôt wait until all of our grapes get larger   
and our blueberries and figs start making.  
 
To put it mildly, God blessed the garden this year ï again.  We even had so many green beans that Erica                        
brought her volley ball team out to pick. They harvested and snapped enough to give approximately 80 
pounds to Joeôs place - the UMC Mission. So itôs easy to see that Jo Ann and I are very pleased with the   
results of this yearôs garden.   
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Sometimes we forget to remember that the church is like    
a garden.  It is in this setting that God uses all of us to till, 
plant, fertilize, weed, harvest and store for the Kingdom.  
Itôs been gratifying to see Godôs people at work at St. Luke 
this year as we have labored together to bring in a bounti-
ful harvest.  Wonderful things are happening in the class-
room settings in Sunday School and Wednesday nights.  
Itôs rare to see a church where people are ñaskingò to teach 
but that is happening here. The Financial Peace University 
has been a new addition to this yearôs program and I am 
very proud of whatôs happening in these classes. Forty-five 
people have joined the church since January 1, many by 
profession of faith; and the thing we have struggled with 
most in the past year ï finances ï seems to be leveling off.  
Weôre not out of the woods yet, by any means, but I think I 
can see light at the end of the tunnel -- and itôs not a train. 
   
The future is also looking promising. Last week, the  pro-
gram staff and I had an all day meeting in my home  just to 
look at whatôs working, whatôs not and what would we like 
to see happening in the next church calendar year. In addi-
tion to the children and youth programs, it was decided 
that we should add a few church-wide events for spiritual 
renewal and discipleship. We also want to make missions 
a church-wide program instead of leaving the full weight   
of mission support on the shoulders of the Peru, Ecuador 
and local mission teams. We want to take a look at our 
worship services and make them more ñseekerò friendly as 
well as add more testimonies and music that speaks      
directly to the congregation. Working on our ñfun activitiesò 
will also be a priority. The congregation needs many more 
opportunities to fellowship and get to know  one another so 
we hope to provide those opportunities with group and 
family outings. 
 
But the most important thing to remember as we partici-
pate in all of the new and old activities is the purpose. We 
are looking for a great harvest in the months to come. This 
harvest will not be just new church members but they will 
be people who truly want to know Christ and grow into his 
likeness. Iôm looking forward to our laboring together this 
coming year. In Luke 10:2, Jesus told his followers, ñThe 
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the 
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers  
into his harvest field.ò Iôm expecting a great harvest this 
year ï but Iôm also hoping the workers (you) will be there 
to bring it in.   
 

 
 
 

 
Mike R. 

 

July Baptisms 
 

Allora Renee Neel 
Baptized on July 3, 2011 
Daughter of Kara Neel 

Born July 6, 2010 

July Memorials 
 

Don Topp 
Designated Fund:     Given By:   

General                Marvin & Ann Baransy 
 

Lavena Winfree 
Designated Fund:     Given By:   

Childrenôs Ministry     Raford & Lue Booth 
 

Dora Will Burleson 
Designated Fund:     Given By:   

General        Bob & Gloria Baggett 
General               Bill & Nancy May 
General               Pat & Barrie Rommes 
General                       Wesley Memorial Class 
General                       Pat Widmer 
 

July Honorariums 
 

UMCOR 
Designated Fund:      Given By:   

General                 Marvin & Ann Baransy 
 

Rev. Mike & Jo Ann Roberts 
Designated Fund:     Given By:   

General                Marie Jones 
 

Memorials and Honorariums not listed in the    
August edition of The Flame  will be updated  
in the next newsletter! 



 

Psalms 31 
 

In You, O LORD, I put my trust; 
Let me never be ashamed; 

Deliver me in Your righteousness. 
 

 

Help is needed at Joeôs Place on Thurs., August 11 
from 11:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. Needy children will 
be in to get school supplies and school clothing. We 
will leave the church at 10:45 a.m. 
 

If you are able to go, contact Bob or Peggy 
Woodard at 477-1475 or 712-7796 (c). 

PUMCM Needs Volunteers 

Help is needed to pack 
book bags for                        

Ensley Elem. Students 
 
We will pack book bags with school supplies       
at Ensley  Elem. School on Friday, Aug. 12  and 
Tuesday, Aug. 16 at 9:00 a.m. On Friday, we will 
unload the school supplies from the bus and      
arrange the supplies before packing the bags. 
 
The bus will leave St. Luke at 8:45 a.m.; you may 
follow the bus if you would like. Last year the      
ladies finished in one session for the first time 
ever, but we will be packing more bags this year 
and are in need of more help. 
 
If you would like to volunteer, the sign-up sheet 
will be in the Gathering Area on Sunday morning. 
If you have any questions, please contact Peggy 
Woodard at 477-1475. Thank you for  your contin-

ued support in the effort to 
provide school supplies to 
the children of Ensley Elem. 
 

Three to five volunteers are needed to work at 
the Acts 2 Thrift Store at 2873 W. Michigan 
Avenue on Fridays. If you are able to help, call 
Bob or Peggy Woodard at 477-1475,  
712-7793 or 712-7796. 

 

Should you have an emergency that requires pastoral assistance during times that the church is closed, please contact...                 

Rev. Mike Roberts 
Senior Pastor 

850-776-9844 (cell) 

Rev. Carolyn Nelson 
Associate Pastor 

850-382-4393 (cell) 

Bob Woodard 
Certified Lay Minister 

850-712-7796 (cell) 

Rev. Ted Bowne 
Pastor Emeritus 

850-572-5723 (cell) 

 

 

 
Three computers with Windows  XP or newer are 
urgently needed for an English as a Second           
Language class. Contact Bob or Peggy Woodard 
at 477-1475 if you have a computer you would like 
to donate. 

Volunteer Opportunity 



 

Sun., 8.28 
St. Luke Blood Drive 

9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
St. Luke Front Parking Lot 

 

ñGive the gift of life!ò 
Photo ID required 

Must be a minimum of 110 lbs.  

 
The ñLunch Bunchò consists of St. Luke military veterans, active-duty military  
personnel, military-history buffs, and anyone wishing to honor those at St. Luke 
who have helped ensure Americaôs freedom. The Lunch Bunch meets the third 
Thursday of each month at 11:30 a.m. at Fat Boyôs Restaurant. For more  
information, contact Dave Timberlake at 476-7468. 

 

Sun., 8.28 
UMM Monthly Breakfast 

7:00 a.m.  
St. Luke Fellowship Hall 

St. Lukeôs Untied Methodist Menôs Group meets      
on the fourth Sunday of each month at 7:00 a.m. in     
the Fellowship Hall. A typical program includes food,   
fellowship and a spiritual message. All St. Luke men 
are invited to participate. No dues or formalities. For 
more information, contact UMM President, Larry 
Walker at 723-6094. 

 

Sat., 8.27 
   UMW Spiritual Day Apart 

     8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
      St. Luke Fellowship Hall 

 

You are the Light of the World   
 

St. Luke United Methodist Women are hosting the District Spiritual Day Apart on  
Saturday, Aug. 27 in the church fellowship hall. The event will be held from 8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  
The theme is ñYou are the Light of the World.ò  Women from all the churches in the district will be  

attending. Registration and a light breakfast will begin at 8:30 a.m.; registration is $8.00 per person,  
which includes lunch. Rev. Pam Avery will be the guest speaker and will close the meeting  

with a service of Communion. All women of the church are invited to attend.  
For more information, please contact Pauline Cobb at 968-3276. 

Thurs., 8.18 
UMM Red,  & Blue Luncheon 

11:30 a.m. 
Fat Boys Restaurant 

 



 

 

Save the Date 

10.22.11 

1st P}}¥p{ f~|t}Ą£ R~}ut¢t}rt 
 

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
St. Luke Sanctuary 

St. Luke will host its 1ST ANNUAL WOMEN'S CONFERENCE on Saturday, October 22 from 8:00 a.m. - 

3:00 p.m. in the church sanctuary. You and your church and community friends are lovingly invited!  The 
exciting conference theme isé 
 

"EXPECTATIONS ...OF A GODLY KINDò 

Learning to trust God more and receive His ñMuch Moreò for your life! 
 
The day will be filled with inspiration, scriptural teaching, real life ñI can relate to thatò stories, music, group 
activities, food, fun and wonderful Door Prizes!!! Mark your calendar and look for details to be announced.   
For questions, contact Irene A. Patti at Irene@daringdaughters.net or 380-3095.  Bless you!!  

 

Altar Guildõs  

15th Annual Rummage Sale 
Fri., 9.2 and Sat., 9.3 

St. Luke Fellowship Hall 

Please continue to collect and hold your items for the Altar Guild   
Rummage Sale just a bit longer. We simply do not have room to store 
them at the church. Please keep the following in mind when you do-

¶ Appliances and electronics MUST be in working order 
¶ Clothing should be clean and ñgently usedò 
¶ NO USED ADULT sleepwear, underwear, swimwear or slogan t-shirts 
¶ Bring furniture and other large items to the Fellowship Hall on Wed., 

Aug. 31st or Thurs., Sept. 1st. 

If you need help transporting items to the church, please contact Nancy Williamson   
at 473-9660 or LaRue Holtzclaw at 474-6287 to arrange a pick-up time. 



 

Children's Ministry  
Director of Children Ministries, Esther Felt 

 

 

 
 
 
 
   
  On Sunday, Aug. 21, our childrenôs Sunday School classes will promote to the next grade level.   
  Please take your children directly to their new classrooms at 9:30 a.m. Some grade levels will continue    
  to be combined based on class size.  
 
  We are currently seeking Sunday School teachers for several age groups. Teachers are asked to   
  serve on a ñbi-weeklyò basis, with flexibility for vacations. Training is provided by placing you in the  
  classroom with one of our experienced teachers until you feel comfortable on your own. Several  
  classes also need a designated substitute, where you will only be called to teach that specific class  
  as needed.   
 
  If you have any questions about our childrenôs Sunday School program, please contact Esther Felt at      
  esther@stluke-umc.org, or 477-3145, Ext. 17. 

Celebrate Back to School  
with Kids Night Out -  

Have a BLAST cooking with Mrs. Diane, playing games, watching a 
movie, and MORE! Kids Night Out is being provided and supervised  
by the St. Luke Peru Mission Team, and all proceeds will go to Peru  
Missions. 
 
What: Cooking, Games, Movies, Fun! 
When: Friday, August 19, 6:00 p.m. ï 11:00 p.m. 
Who: Ages 6 weeks ï 11 years 
Where: St. Luke Fellowship Hall 
Why: To have fun and raise money for Peru Missions! 
Cost: One child - $25; 2 siblings - $40; 3 siblings - $50;  

4 siblings - $60 (Supper & snack included) 
 
To register, contact Esther at 477-3145, or at esther@stluke-umc.org 
to hold your spot. Payment is due the night of the event.  

Important Children  
Ministry Dates: 

 
September 7 

SPLASH! Kick-OFF 
For children and their parents 

in the Sanctuary. 
 

September 14 
First SPLASH! Meeting 

 in classrooms 
 

Keep watching for more  
updates on this important  
ministry. More information  

will follow soon. 

Promotion Sunday to be held  
on Sunday, August 21 



 

Youth Ministry  
Director of Youth Ministries, Jeff Pement 

LAST CHANCE  
for Preschool Fall  

Registration! 

Preschool starts Monday, August 29! 
 

Contact the St. Luke Preschool  
today at 477-9299 to get registered for 

 the 2011-2012 school year. 

 

Words of  Appreciation 
Thank you to our congregation for supporting our students in so many ways! Whether it was a car wash or a 
pint of blueberries, a word of encouragement or your prayers, we have been greatly blessed throughout the 
summer. Thanks so much! Jeff Pement 

 
Wednesday Night Youth Bible Study 
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
We will continue with the Gospel of John at Youth Bible Study on      
August 10. After this week, Bible Study will resume on Wednesday,  
September 7. 

 
Sunday Youth Activities 
Sunday, August 7 
The Youth will travel to see the Mobile BayBears game. Please sign up by  
Wednesday, August 10, at Youth Bible Study. Cost will be $7.00 per ticket.                   
Bring extra money to eat at the park. Meet at the church at 4:30 p.m. We will  
return by 10:30 p.m. 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
I still remember the first time I heard the word ñtitheò. It was more than 25 years ago and I was working  
at a company steeped in liberalism. I wasnôt a Christian at the time although I knew about Jesus. The           
co-worker who mentioned the word had just received a very large bonus and when I asked him what he 
planned to do with the money, he said tithe. I thought, ñWhy would he give so much to a church? Yuck,  
I wouldnôt do that!ò 
 
Now, all these years later I realize that tithing has little to do with money and more to do with perspective. 
You see, God doesnôt need our money. Weôre talking about the King of the Universe here. This God MADE 
the universe without having to have a single penny or construction loan from His kids. God doesnôt want 
our money. He wants our love and devotion and money is one of the biggest barometers of what really lies 
in our heart. We either tithe or we donôt tithe and God knows why we donôt and when we do. We can say 
we believe in God, trust God and obey God but if weôre not tithing, which is biblically mandated starting in 
the Pentateuch (first five books of the Bible), then, well, we really donôt trust God. 
 
What my husband and I have discovered in our own tithing journey is the holy security that comes from   
tithing. Giving God 10% of our gross income is miniscule compared to the magnificence He pours out into 
our lives. I believe beyond any doubt that the joyful life my husband and I experience now is directly related 
to our tithing checks through the years. No one but God could have brought about the protection and      
provision we enjoy today. Iôm not saying our lives our divinely perfect. Weôre definitely not rich in money   
but our lives reflect a calm, excited assurance that what we need, God will provide. We both firmly trust and 
depend on God and His perfect timing for whatever He sees we need. Tithing helped us learn this lesson. 
 
I admit, though, that tithing isnôt easy, especially at the beginning but growing closer to God comes with 
each step of check-writing faith. The problem for some is the unwarranted belief that God wonôt provide. 
They reason that with the economy and their financial situation, itôs best to keep as much of their money  
as possible. In some ways thatôs quite hilarious because if that was the case, non-tithers wouldnôt take  
vacations, would drive 20-year-old vehicles, never eat out and be wearing bell bottoms from the 1960ôs. 
The real problem isnôt about Godôs provision. The real problem is God providing what we want in our  
timing. As long as the focus is on what we think will make us happy ï in what we want when we want it -- 
then tithing will always be an issue. We will always find excuses not to trust God with our checkbook. 
 
Whatôs sad is that we pray to God all the time for physical healing. I see it in the daily prayer request emails 
and hear it on Sunday morning. We trust God to deliver from cancer, diseases, surgeries and such but 
doubt His ability to handle our money (actually itôs His money that He allows us to steward). Maybe we 
have a problem with tithing because our financial goals arenôt aligned with Godôs scriptural financial goals.  
I donôt know, just a thought. 
 
I leave the issue of tithing in the hands of this scripture: ñI remain confident of this: I will see the goodness 
of the LORD in the land of the living. Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.ò 
Psalm 27:13-14 (NIV) 
 
Iôm going to dream big for St. Luke and believe that God wants us to tithe not for Himself, but for us.  He 
longs to do great things in us and through us. Tithing is our leap of faith ï our step of obedience -- to our 
great Father in heaven because He knows that if we tithe, Heôll provide for us in ways we cannot dream. 

 

 

ñA TITHE IS A TITHE IS A WHAT?ò 

Irene A. Patti, August 2011 
Daring Daughters Ministry  ǒ   www.daringdaughters.net 



If you are a St. Luke member and do not see your (or a member of your family) August birthday listed,  
please contact the church office so that we can update our records with your birthday information.  

 

August 1 

Kristen Arnold Gibbs 
 

August 2 

Matthew Romine 
Sydney Davis 

Hayden Strickland 
 

August 3 

Hope Glover 
Kim Ransom 
Luke Johnson 

 

August 4 
Wee Wau Abbott 
Michael Gambil 
Connor Durant 

Mady Burchfield 
 

August 5 

Edison Burleson 
Katie Sweeney 

 

August 6 

Bob Hiemstra 
Laura Beck 
Chet Yort 

Tracie Hardin 
 

August 7 

Don Williams 
Johnny Stevison 

Lynn Rogers 
Willow Foxworth 

 

August 8 

Ashley Overstreet 
John Scott 

 

  August 9 

Scott Mason 
Teresa Schiller 

Herchel Williams 
Jeffrey Leonard 

 

August 10 

Jean Tucker 
Jay Crittenden 

John Junot 
Gloria Bechtel 
Robyn Shirer 
Ross Shirer 

Makenzy Harrison-Voelker 
  

August 11  

Bernice Rucker 
Larry Rich 

Brett Bower 
Michael Vunkannon 

 

August 13 

Dick Boleen 
Kathy Wilks 
Jace Self 

 

August 14 
Linda Ralph 

Teresa Corkill 
Aimee Tucker 

Kimberly Corkill 
 

August 15 

Kathy Ramsey 
Bill May 

Beverly Gunn 
Don Payne 
Jill Alford 

Kristen Fillingim 
Lea Hanna Bertram 

Billy Foss 
 

August 16 

Arthur Ruberg 
Donnie Tidwell 
Nathan Toepfer 

 

 
 
 

 

August 18 

Barbara Woolwine 
Barbara Tria 
Don Waller 
Kelly Glenn 

Kevin Dickens 
Rena Whitson 
Lexie Nielsen 

Kirsten van den Berg 
 

August 19 

Martha DeWeese 
Tom Sherry  
Dennis Piner 

Teresa Atwood 
Nalani Green 

 

August 20 

Cas Harmatys, Jr. 
Maria Stiney 
Jim Kennedy 
Seth Close 

Conner Badders 
 

August 21 
Monica Palmer 

Caroline Johnson 
Logan Fenn 

 

August 22 

Arthur Braaten 
Destin Waller 
Molly Reading 

 

August 23 

Larry Garrett 
Pat Jackson 

John Brown, II 
 

August 24 
Sonia Davis 
Molly Pearce 
Jack Taylor 

 

 

August 25 

Jim Shaw 
Patty Stevison 

Ken Hardin  
Andrew Prevatte 

Alyssa Lyons 
 

August 26 

Harriette Ruberg 
Mark Urbanavage 

Dustin Smiley 
Melissa Stiney 

Kendall McCrory 
Sophia Frantz 

 

August 27 

Bobby Brown 
Brian Young 
Zach Noel 

Micayla Jesse 
Liam Williamson 

 

August 28 

Tim Davis 
Rodney Melvin 
Sheena Taylor 

 

August 29 

Tommy Mabrie 
Lori King 

 

August 30 

Marge Marini 
Dan Tompkins 

Betty Rich 
Peggy Rozman 

 
August 31 

Nora Lambe 
Alma Meredith 
Tess Brackin 

 
 

 

August Birthdays 
May your day be filled with joy and happiness that will follow you the whole year through!  

 

 



 Words of Thanks  

   

 
I so appreciate the outpouring of love and concern Iôve received since Iôve been feeling under the weather. 
The prayers have been felt and appreciated more than I can express. I wrap myself in my prayer shawl    
and feel the love. Thank you. Darlene Henderson 

 
Dear Friends, Please know how much your contribution to the Annual Conference Mission Offering for New 
Church Development is appreciated. The offering totaled some $33,000, which will greatly aid in the ñnew 
places for new peopleò focus of new church development. Your offering is helping further our mission of 
ñmaking disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the worldò. Our newest church is being planted in 
the Crestview, FL area this year. We look forward to all of the new churches, new communities of faith, and 
new campuses that will be established as we grow in this ministry of creating ñnew places for new peopleò. 
Sincerely, Neel M. David  

 
Dear Friends in Mission, Thank you for your generous gift to the United Methodist Committee on Relief. One 
hundred percent of you contribution will go to Spring Storms 2011 through The Advance, the designated   
giving channel of The United Methodist Church. Your gift received on 06/10/11 for $1,170.00 is supporting 
UMCORôs response to emergency victims of tornado, flood, etc. caused by the Spring Storms of 2011 in the 
United States. Because you gave, UMCOR is able to ñBe Thereò and ñBe Hopeò on your behalf. Your gifts 
go a long way to bring healing and hope to people in need. We give thanks for your generosity. Grace and 
Peace, Roland Fernandes & Shawn Bakker  

 
Dear St. Luke Family, We wish to extend to you our heartfelt thanks for all the prayers, visits, cards and   
outpouring of love during the recent death of Edisonôs mother, Dora Will Burleson. Each act of kindness 
meant so much to our family during this difficult time. We are truly blessed to have the love and support      
of such a caring church family. God Bless You. In Christ, Edison & Sylvia Burleson and the Burleson  
Family 

 
Dear St. Luke Friends & Family, We would like to express our deepest appreciation for all your support    
during our recent trip to Ecuador. Without your contributions, prayers, and love for this ministry, it would 
have not been possible. We believe the Lord composes each team that goes to Ecuador so that we can   
fulfill His will and do the work ahead of us. With all our love, the Ecuador Medical Team, Dios Bandigo 

 
Dear St. Luke Friends & Family, Thank you so much for your loving concern during my recent surgery.     
The prayers, the visits, the cards and goodies were truly appreciated. Special thanks to Pastor Mike, Pastor 
Carolyn, Pastor Ted, and Bill and Nancy May for enduring the long wait during surgery. Yours in Christ,   
Jay & Leta Crittenden  

 

 



Non-Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

Paid 
Pensacola, FL 
Permit No. 760 

ST. LUKE  
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Rev. Mike Roberts..ééééééééé...Senior Pastor 

Rev. Carolyn Nelson ééééééé..Associate Pastor 
Bob WoodardéééééééééCertified Lay Minister 

Michele Milletééééééééé...Office Administrator 

Ashley Pettiséééééé.Communication Coordinator 

Jeff Pementééééééééé.Youth Ministry Director 

Esther Feltééééééé...Childrenôs Ministry Director 

Sheena Taylorééé..éééééé.Preschool Director 

Sheena Taylorééé..ééééé..Nursery Coordinator 

Robert BryanééééééééééééAV Coordinator 

David Frantzéééééééééééé..Music Director 

Pat JerniganééééééééééééééééPianist 

Ted Thomas, Jréééééé...Maintenance Technician 

Don Williamséééééééééééééé.Custodian 

Diane Fitzpatrické.Kitchen/Fellowship Hall Coordinator 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES: 
 

8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  
Traditional Service (Sanctuary) 
 

9:00 a.m.  
Fellowship Time (Fellowship Hall) 
 

9:30 a.m. 
Contemporary Service (Sanctuary) 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL:  
 

9:30 a.m. & 10: 45 a.m. 

(Education Building/Youth Center) 

 Please Pray For Your St. Luke Church Staff  

 

The Flame is St. Lukeôs monthly newsletter. If you have information that you would like published in the        
next edition of The Flame, please send submissions to Ashley Pettis by email at ashley@stluke-umc.org          
or by placing a printed copy of your submission in Ashleyôs box in the church office. Submission deadline        
for The Flame is the third Friday of each month.  


